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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome & Announcements
Gathering Hymn

“God, Whose Almighty Word”

1 God, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight:
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

ELW #673 vs 1-3

3 Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy dove,
speed forth your flight;
move on the water's face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

2 Christ, who once came to bring,
on your redeeming wing,
healing and sight;
health to the troubled mind,
sight where illusions blind;
oh, now to humankind
let there be light.
Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.

Confession
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Forgiveness
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
C: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Word
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song.
Reading: Psalm 23
1

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever
Lector: Word of God, Word of Life.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 9:1-41
1

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while
it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with
the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then
I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.”
13

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of
the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age; ask him.”

24

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I
see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from,
and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
35

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I
may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking
with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I
came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those
who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

“The Lord is My Shepherd”

Hymn of the Day

“Shepherd Me, O God”
Congregation please join for the Refrain

Refrain
Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,
beyond my fears, from death into life.

Pastor Kathy
ELW #780

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People

“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”

ELW#751

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:
when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:
come and listen to me.
Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.
Text © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206. All rights reserved.

The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Benediction
Dismissal
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Weekly Offering
3/15 General Offering $ 3,570.00
3/15 Building Fund
$
165.00
3/15 World Hunger
$
90.00
TOTALS:
$ 3,825.00

YTD Offering
$ 89,635.63
$ 11,036.50

YTD Budget
$ 104,825.05
$ 17,626.40

$ 100,672.13

$ 122,451.45

Online Worship Services:
Wednesday Lent Worship at 6:30PM
Saturday Prayer at 5:30PM
Sunday Worship at 9:00AM

